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Abstract. This contribution attempts to answer the key question: Who sets the agenda for economic 
diversification in the context of Kazakhstan? This question remains critical in current scholarly debates. 
Although Kazakhstan, a young post-Soviet developing nation, has received fair scholarly attention with regard 
to the agenda setting stage of the policy cycle, the existing literature has yet failed to (1) empirically establish 
who actually sets the agenda for a certain policy issue and (2) employ the Internet research methods. This 
paper seeks to fill these gaps. The literature review of Kazakh-specific agenda setting publications suggests 
that among the major actors, the government tends to exert predominant influence, though other actors may 
also play a role, for example, media and academia. This research is driven by Internet penetration rate data 
and focuses on the period from January 2011 until December 2016.  
 
